Patterns of malignant salivary gland tumours in Jos University Teaching Hospital (JUTH), Jos: a ten-year retrospective study.
Salivary gland tumours are common head and neck tumours and more common in western world than Africans. Most salivary gland tumours are benign but the morbidity and mortality as expected is higher with malignant tumours. This study is aimed at describing the histological pattern, age, sex and site distribution of malignant salivary gland tumours in Jos University Teaching Hospital (JUTH) Jos from January 1998 to December 2007. This is a descriptive study of all histologically confirmed malignant salivary gland tumours over a period of ten years. Fresh sections of tissue blocks of these lesions were made using the microtome (3 micrones). They were made into slides and stained with Hematoxylin and Eosin (H and E) and Periodic Acid Schiff (PAS) stains. The slides were reported independently by four pathologists. Diagnosis was made and classification done according to the World Health Organisation (WHO) classification of salivary gland tumours 3. Information such as age, sex and-site of distribution of these tumours was gotten from the patient's case files. The data was analyzed manually. Muco-epidermoid carcinoma accounted for the highest (32 cases) histologic type. Malignant salivary gland tumours occurred more within the age range 40 to 69 years with the age group 50-59 years accounting for the highest frequency (36 cases). Most of these malignant salivary gland tumours occurred more in the parotid gland, the minor salivary being the least site of occurrence. Mucoeperdermiod carcinoma is the commonest salivary gland tumour and that malignant salivary gland tumours in this study and it occurred more after the 5th decade of life.